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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GROBY PARISH COUNCIL  
HELD AT THE PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE, LEICESTER ROAD, GROBY  

ON 16th JANUARY 2023 COMMENCING AT 7.00PM 
 
 

Councillors Present:   Cllr P Willis (Chair)          Cllr G Baker   Cllr S Beck              Cllr J Bishop               
Cllr J Coley                      Cllr L Emmerson         Cllr J Everson-Crane        Cllr K Griffiths              
Cllr T Hollick    Cllr S Jones  Cllr C Lincoln              Cllr C Mullins   

  Cllr G Richardson            Cllr C York          
   
 

Also Present:  Parish Clerk   
Deputy Clerk 
Borough Councillor M Cartwright 
Members of the Public – 6 

  
 
COU/165/22-23 Chairman’s Welcome 

 

The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting.  
 
 
COU/166/22-23 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr D Hyde, Cllr N Jones and County Councillor O’Shea.   
It was RESOLVED to accept these apologies. Cllr G Richardson abstained. 

 
Recorded Absences 
None    
 
 

COU/167/22-23 Declarations of Interest 
 

Cllr K Griffiths declared an interest in Chapel Hill Gardens 
Cllr L Emmerson declared an interest in Groby Allotments 
Cllr C Lincoln declared an interest in Groby Allotments 
Cllr G Richardson declared an interest in Groby Allotments 
Cllr C York declared an interest in Ratby Road, the Village Hall and as a Groby CIC shareholder. 
Cllr J Everson-Crane declared an interest as a Groby landowner and a Groby CIC shareholder. 
Cllr T Hollick declared an interest as a Borough Councillor and as a Village Hall trustee. 
Cllr S Jones declared an interest as trustee of the Thomas Herbert Trust and Sacheverell Trust. 
 
 

COU/168/22-23 Minutes 
  

i. To approve the minutes of the Meeting of Groby Parish Council held on 5th December 2022 
 

It was agreed to amend minute reference COU/154/22-23 Correspondence item 36 to insert the 
sentence “Cllr G Richardson stated that he agreed with the contents of the correspondence” 
 
Further to this amendment, it was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Meeting of Groby Parish Council 
held on 5th December 2022 be approved and signed as a true and accurate record. Cllr G Richardson 
and Cllr S Jones abstained. 

 
 
COU/169/22-23 Police Report 
 

The Police report for December had previously been circulated to members.  Cllr York expressed 
disappointment that given the recent burglaries in Groby there was no representation from the Police.  
It was advised that the Police have been provided with a schedule of the Parish Council meeting dates 
and reminders sent but their attendance is not always possible. 
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COU/170/22-23 County Councillor’s Report  
   

A report from County Councillor O’Shea had been circulated to members and this was noted.  
 
The report detailed: 

• Leicestershire County Councils Budget Proposals 2023-2027 

• Barclays Bank Police Scam 
 
 
COU/171/22-23 Borough Councillor’s Report 
 
 

A report from Borough Councillor Cartwright detailed the following: 

• Recent Burglaries in Groby 

• Upcoming pre-election period. Advised that Photo ID will now be required at the Polling Stations 

• Update on works carried out at Highway Close 

• Update on the Rural Conference 

• Upcoming HBBC Cost of Living events  
 

Cllr J Bishop thanked Borough Councillor Cartwright for the use of the Community Centre as a   
Warm Spaces hub at no cost. The location of defibrillators in Groby was discussed.  

 
A report from Borough Councillor Hollick detailed the following: 

• Electric charging points installed in Earl Shilton, Market Bosworth and Barwell.  

• Acknowledgement to Hansons Quarry for the placement of bark chippings alongside Groby Pool 
for which numerous compliments have been received. 

 
 

COU/172/22-23 Public Participation 
 
  The following matters were raised: 

• The legality of Full Council ratifying minutes from the Finance & General Purposes 
Committee, the member of the public stating, in his opinion, that this was ultra vires. 
The Chairman advised that advice had previously been sought on this matter however 
the matter would be looked into further. 

• Concerns regarding the proposed wildflower verge located at Highway Close. 

• A request for the roads to be swept. Borough Cllr Cartwright to move forward 

• Request for response to concerns regarding a replacement notice board on Anstey Lane 

• Request for response to correspondence previously received regarding MVAS signs 

 

                                The Chairman thanked members of the public for their comments and representations 

  
COU/173/22-23 Clerk’s Report 
   

A report was received from the Clerk which detailed: 
 

i. To receive data analysis reports from the Mobile Vehicle Activated Speed Signs (MVAS) 

Members were provided with the latest data analysis from the MVAS signs positioned on 
Sacheverell Way, Ratby Road and Leicester Road which would now be shared with 
Leicestershire Highways. This was noted and it was AGREED that the information be placed 
on Council’s website but for the maximum speed data to be removed prior to doing so.  
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COU/174/22-23 Correspondence 
 

44.  
 

Highways 
M1 Motorway J21-J22 - Essential 
maintenance 

This was noted and agreed to cascade the 
information as widely as possible. 

45. 
 

St Phillip & St James’ Church Letter of thanks This was noted. 

46. HBBC Consultation on Street Naming & 
Numbering Policy 

Information regarding the consultation was 
included in members’ packs.  It was agreed that 
the policy was fit for purpose and Council had no 
comments to add. 

47. SLCC New Early Day Motion 

Information regarding the Early Day Motion was 
included in members’ packs.  It was RESOLVED to 
complete and send the model letter on behalf of 
Groby Parish Council 

48. 
 

LRALC  December 2022 Newsletter This was noted. 

49. 
73rd Leicester (Groby) Scout 

Group 73rd Year Celebrations 

It was noted that further correspondence had 
been received from the Scout Group informing 
Council that celebrations including the wider 
village community had been deferred until their 
75th year.    

50. Groby Allotment Society Endorsement of a PCIF grant 
application 

Information detailing Groby Allotment Society’s 
PCIF Grant application was included in members’ 
packs. It was RESOLVED to approve the 
endorsement of Groby Allotment Society’s PCIF 
grant application as landowner. 
Cllrs Lincoln, Emmerson, Griffiths, Hollick, 
Richardson and York abstained. 

 
Cllr S Jones left the meeting at 7.55 pm 
 
COU/175/22-23 Estates Committee 
 

i. To receive and note the approved minutes of the meeting held on 17th November 2022 
 

The approved minutes of the meeting held on 17th November 2022 were included in Members’ packs 
and were noted. 

 
 

COU/176/22-23   Finance & General Purposes Committee 
 

i. i. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 9th January 2023 

It was RESOLVED to defer approval of the Finance & General Purposes Committee to the next Finance 
& General Purposes Committee Meeting. Cllr G Richardson abstained. 

 
 To discuss and consider the recommendations from the meeting held on 9th January 2023 as follows: 
 

ii. To agree and adopt the 2023/2024 Budget 
The 2023/2024 Budget (Version 3), as recommended by the Finance & General Purposes Committee, 
was included in members’ packs for consideration.  
 
Further to discussion regarding the, as yet unawarded Grounds Maintenance Contract, it was 
RESOLVED to defer approval of the 2023/2024 Budget to a future meeting. 
 

iii. To agree the amount to be raised by the 2023/2024 Precept demand 
It was RESOLVED to defer agreement of the 2023/2024 Precept demand to a future meeting, to be 
held prior to the 31st January 2023 deadline. 
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iv. To approve the submission of a PCIF Grant Application for solar panels 
A proposed PCIF grant application to install solar panels on the cemetery building was included in 
members’ packs.  
 
It was RESOLVED not to proceed with the PCIF grant application for solar panels on the cemetery 
building but to investigate and carry out further cost-benefit analysis, including the use of battery 
back-up, with a view to applying for a PCIF grant in the next financial year. Cllr Lincoln voted against. 
   

v. To receive an update from the Chapel Hill Volunteers in relation to their Community Grant 
An annual report from the Chapel Hill Volunteers in relation to their Community Grant was included in 
members’ packs. This was noted and agreed to send a note of thanks to the volunteers for the work 
carried out.  
 

vi. To receive quotations to undertake tree works identified in the Arboriculturist Survey 
This item had been referred to Council by the Estates Committee. Quotations to carry out urgent, 
priority one and two tree works along with further recommended tree works, as identified in the 
Arboriculturist Survey, had been obtained and a report included in members’ packs. 
 
It was RESOLVED to carry out all the tree works identified in the report at a cost of £4,345.21.  
Cllr Richardson abstained. 
 

vii. To receive the Income and Expenditure report, EMR report and bank reconciliations 
The Income and Expenditure report, EMR report and bank reconciliations to 30th November 2022 and 
31st December 2022 were included in Members’ packs. These were verified and noted. 
 

viii. To approve payments of accounts and to receive income  
 
A payment schedule, detailing net payments of £26,598.74 was included in Members’ packs.  
 
It was RESOLVED to approve the Payment Schedule and make all the payments that were presented to 
the meeting. 
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A Receipt Schedule detailing Income of £6,538.66 was included in Members’ packs and this was noted. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
COU/177/22-23 To consider entering into the 2023-2025 Urban Grass Cutting Service Level Agreement with LCC  
 This was deferred to Closed Session in order to be considered alongside Agenda Item 14 - Awarding 

the 2023-2026 Grounds Maintenance Contract. 
 
 
COU/178/22-23 To consider and approve awarding the 2023-2026 Grounds Maintenance Contract  
 Due to the consideration of sensitive commercial interests this was deferred to Closed Session. 
 

 
COU/179/22-23 Planning & Development Committee 
 

i.  To receive and note the approved minutes of the meeting held on 24th November 2022. 
 The approved minutes of the meeting held on the 24th November 2022 were included in members’ 
packs and were noted. 

 

 
COU/180/22-23 Warm Spaces Working Party 

 
i. To receive an update from the Warm Spaces Working Party 

An update on the opening of a Warm Space at the Community Centre in Groby was provided. 
Volunteers permitting, it was hoped to open the warm space every Monday and Friday until the end of 
March 2023. Further to consultation with HBBC and Voluntary Action Leicestershire (VAL) paperwork, 
policies, procedures and volunteer training were now in place. The Chairman congratulated the Warm 
Spaces Working Party for their work involved in setting up the Warm Space for the Groby community.     

 
ii. To consider the allocation of a budget to fund the Warm Spaces running costs 

It was RESOLVED to allocate a budget of £500 to the Warm Spaces Working Party and to delegate 
authority to the Clerk to authorise the Warm Spaces Working Party expenditure within this budget. 
Cllr Bishop, Cllr Griffiths and Cllr Mullins abstained. 
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COU/181/22-23   Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group  
 

i. To receive and note an update and to consider appointing an ‘Active Travel Companion’ 
An update was provided by the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and a description of the proposed 
role of an ‘Active Travel Companion’ included in members’ packs.  
 
Further to discussion about the role it was AGREED to defer the item back to the Neighbourhood Plan 
Steering Group to advise that the role appeared too broad and time-onerous for one person.  

 
 
COU/182/22-23   To confirm the date and time of the next meeting 

The date of the next meeting is scheduled for Monday 6th February 2023 at 7 p.m.  
 
 
The Chairman proposed and it was RESOLVED to exclude members of the press and public under the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 in order to consider tenders for the 2023-2026 Grounds Maintenance Contract on the 
grounds that they are commercially sensitive. Cllr Richardson abstained.  
 
Cllr Griffiths and Cllr Everson-Crane left the meeting 
 
COU/178/22-23 To consider and approve awarding the 2023-2026 Grounds Maintenance Contract  

The procurement process had been followed with sealed tenders being received by Friday 6th January 
2023 at noon and opened on Thursday 12th January 2023 at 2.15pm by the Parish Clerk in the 
presence of Cllr L Emmerson and Cllr G Baker. A report detailing the tender prices and notes was 
circulated at the meeting.  

   
It was AGREED that further verification needed to be sought in order to ensure that all companies 
who had tendered fully understood the scope and specification of the contract and awarding of the 
2023-2026 Grounds Maintenance Contract deferred to a future meeting.  

 
 
COU/177/22-23 To consider entering into the 2023-2025 Urban Grass Cutting Service Level Agreement with LCC  
 It was RESOLVED to enter into the 2023-2025 Urban Grass Cutting Service Level Agreement with 

Leicestershire County Council. Cllr Richardson voted against. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 9.50 p.m.  
 
 

 
Signed:……………………………………….……………………..             Date:……………………........... 


